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President Clinton Visits The Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank 
Ceremony honors Jacobs & Cushman families’ $1.76m donation, announces new Food Bank name

Former President Bill Clinton visited the newly renamed 
Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank in April as part of a 
‘volunteer day of service’ following this year’s Clinton Global 
Initiative University, an annual conference for college students 
engaged in civic leadership.   

Over 800 students attended the volunteer day of service 
opening ceremony which featured a glittering lineup of 
speakers including President Clinton; war veteran and actor 
J.R. Martinez; Qualcomm founder Dr. Irwin Jacobs; actress 
Drew Barrymore and retiring Food Bank Chairman Eugene 
“Mitch” Mitchell. 

During his speech, President Clinton honored Joan and Irwin 
Jacobs and retiring Food Bank President Stephen Cushman 
and his wife Marjorie for their joint gift which paid off the 
outstanding $1.76 million mortgage on the Food Bank’s 
72,000 sq. ft. Miramar warehouse, making the Food Bank 
virtually debt free. 

Clinton told college students attending the ceremony that the 
$1.76 million gift to the San Diego Food Bank was a metaphor 
for how they can change the world with their leadership.

“You either think your differences are all that matters or you 
think our common humanity is more important and you look for ways to lift yourselves up by lifting everybody else up,” said 
Clinton. “That is the core of the idea of service.”

Qualcomm founder Dr. Irwin Jacobs, who attended with his wife Joan, stressed the critical importance of the Food Bank in the 
community and said the greatest success will come one day when the community no longer needs a food bank. 

Service to the world has become Clinton’s fundamental philosophy since leaving the White House which he stressed during his 
visit to San Diego at the Global Initiative University conference. Actress Drew Barrymore also echoed that message at the opening 
ceremony.

“The way that you spend your day can change someone else’s life,” said Barrymore who is an ambassador for the U.N. World Food 
Programme. 

President Clinton addresses 800 students at The 
Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank.
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We were thrilled to announce the Jacobs and Cushman 
families’ amazing $1.76 million donation to the Food Bank. 

This donation will pay off the mortgage for our 72,000 
sq. ft. warehouse in Miramar, making the Food Bank 
effectively debt free. 

The Jacobs and Cushman families’ donation will save the 
Food Bank nearly $19,000 in monthly mortgage payments 
which means we will be able to distribute over 670,000 
additional meals to the community every year. 

And I am proud to announce that we will now be called 
The Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank in honor 
of both families’ donations and long-term support of 
our mission. 

Both announcements were made at a ceremony with President Clinton who was 
leading a ‘volunteer day of service’ at the Food Bank warehouse. 

During the ceremony, Dr. Irwin Jacobs spoke about the critical role the Food Bank plays 
in San Diego County, and President Clinton echoed Jacobs’ remarks while also paying 
tribute to the Jacobs and Cushman families for their dedication to the Food Bank. 

****

I would like to welcome former Port of San Diego CEO, Bruce Hollingsworth, as the new 
chairman of The Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank board of directors. 

Hollingsworth brings a wealth of experience to this role and has a proven track-record 
of success leading the Port of San Diego. 

We are delighted that Hollingsworth will be leading such a talented board of directors 
and look forward to his innovative leadership as we take the Food Bank into the next 
phases of our strategic plan. 

****

We have two very exciting events coming up that I hope you will attend. 

On June 9, the San Diego Kiwanis will host the annual Harry D. Frels golf tournament 
at the Riverwalk Golf Club in Mission Valley to benefit the Food Bank. The afternoon 
tournament will be followed by a dinner featuring a silent auction. Please join us for 
this exciting tournament. Visit our website for sign up information. 

Our second event will be San Diego’s first major blues festival to held in over a decade. 
The blues festival will take place on Saturday, September 17 and will be held at the 
Embarcadero Marina Park North on the downtown waterfront. We expect thousands 
to attend and have some very exciting acts already lined up. Visit our website for more 
information about the festival. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you San Diego!

J. Scofield Hage
President & CEO
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President Clinton Visits Food Bank…. continued from page 1
Following the ceremony, President Clinton and celebrities led student volunteers in eight 
concurrent service projects including a food distribution.

The CGIU ‘day of service’ projects included: 
•	  Packing 9,000 35-pound food boxes for low-income seniors on the Food Bank’s Senior          

Food Program. 
•	 Painting a 32 ft. X 6 ft. mural for the Food Bank’s Nonprofit Food Center featuring the                 

‘five food groups’.
•	 Bagging groceries for 80,000 families on the Food Bank’s Emergency Food Program. 
•	 Filling 3,500 student backpacks with food packages for chronically hungry elementary        

school students on the Food Bank’s Food 4 Kids Backpack Program.
•	 Packaging three semi-truck loads of fresh produce for distribution to individuals and           

families throughout San Diego County.
•	 Landscaping the Food Bank’s grounds in preparation for xeriscaping, which will eliminate          

the need for water.
•	 Sorting and inspecting tons of food received through food drive donations.
•	 Handing out food packages to over 400 military families attending a food distribution        

outside of the Food Bank’s warehouse that morning.

Many student attendees were inspired by the day of service at the Food Bank and left San Diego 
with a commitment to create civic change in their local communities. Students like Denise Chan 
said she will go home to Vancouver, British Columbia inspired to serve. “It makes me think that 
anything’s possible, really and the world’s problems aren’t impossible to solve,” said Chan. “It’s 
going to take a lot of work but it’s possible in the end.”

In total, the student volunteers worked over 2,500 service hours at the Food Bank, completing a 
month’s worth of work in one day.

Retiring Food Bank President Stephen P. Cushman and his wife Marjorie, 
retiring Food Bank Chairman “Mitch” Mitchell, and Joan and

 Dr. Irwin Jacobs attend the ceremony honoring the 
Jacobses’ and Cushman’s $1.76 million donation. 

Students paint a mural featuring 'the five food groups' in 
the Food Bank's Nonprofit Food Center

Student volunteers landscape outside the 
Food Bank warehouse.

Student volunteers pack food boxes 
for senior citizens.

Student volunteers package produce for 
distribution to the community.

War veteran J.R. Martinez addresses the 
importance of service to the community.  

Actress Drew Barrymore addresses the 
ceremony at the Food Bank warehouse. 



Sign Up for the Kiwanis Golf Tournament
For a second year, the San Diego Kiwanis Club and Foundation will host the Harry 
D. Frels Memorial Golf Tournament on Thursday, June 9 to benefit the Jacobs & 
Cushman San Diego Food Bank.

The tournament will raise funds for the Food Bank which faces increased demand 
over the summer months when over 230,000 low-income San Diego County school 
children stop receiving free school meals.

The tournament will be held at the Riverwalk Golf Club in Mission Valley with 
tee times starting at 1 p.m. The tournament will finish with a dinner and a silent 
auction at 6:30 p.m.

The tournament is open to everyone and the Food Bank is encouraging groups 
and individuals to sign up.

Food Bank CEO J. Scofield Hage said, “This is a fun tournament for a serious cause. 
We are very grateful to the San Diego Kiwanis for hosting us a second year, and we 
hope to get as many players out on the links as possible to help raise much needed 
funds for the Food Bank.”

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for corporate, hole and tee sponsors.
Tournament entry forms which include sign up for the dinner and sponsorship 
forms are available online. 

Visit our website: www.SanDiegoFoodBank.org/events or contact Trisha Gooch at 
858-863-5129.

Sign up today and help us send hunger to the sand trap!

First-ever Fashion Show Fundraiser 
Benefits Food Bank
KUSI “Style Guy” Leonard Simpson and his production company Fashion 
Forward™ hosted the Food Bank’s first-ever fashion show and luncheon 
fundraiser at the Sheraton Harbor Island in March. 

The fundraiser benefited the Food Bank’s Food 4 Kids Backpack program which 
provides weekend food packages to chronically hungry school children.
 
The fashion show was chaired by Roxi Link with co-chairs Bonnie Hage and 
Brandi McClain, and honorary chair Sally B. Thornton. 

Over 300 guests attended the event which was narrated by KUSI’s Bridget Naso. 
The fashion show started with a VIP walk down the runway by a number of 
philanthropic patrons including John and Phyllis Parrish, Esther Jane Paul, Susie 
Spanos, Bertrand and Denise Hug, and Dr. Elliot and Joni Alpert among others. 
 
The fashion show featured a 1950s roadside diner theme with an exciting 
range of designers and models from New York and Los Angeles.  Attendees 
commented on the whimsical headgear of crooked piles of plates worn by the 
models as one of the show’s most stand-out features. 

The Food Bank is very grateful to all who organized and attended the event, 
making its first year a big success.

The fashion show featured whimsical headgear of 
stacked plates.

Beautiful gowns 
by designer 

Pilar Macchione 
impressed attendees.



In January, San Diego County high schools participated in the 
second annual Freedom From Hunger Food Drive Challenge in 
honor of the late civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

High schools from across the county, led by ASB organizations, 
competed to collect the most food for two weeks. The annual 
MLK Food Drive Challenge is sponsored by the San Diego 
Kiwanis Club, Laurels for Leaders, US Bank, Coca-Cola, the 
Metropolitan Transit System, the County Office of Education, and 
the 9th District PTA.  

San Diego Kiwanis Club President Ken Coley said, “Sixteen 
high schools participated in the 2011 Food Drive and collected 
almost 11,000 pounds of food. This is a fantastic achievement 
for a second-year event. We are very proud of the students’ 
impressive achievement and commitment to help their 
community.”

The four schools that collected the most food per student also 
received cash awards made possible by the sponsors. 

Winners were announced at the annual Laurels for Leaders 
awards luncheon in February honoring all San Diego County 
high school ASB presidents.  

The 2011 winners are:
1st Place: Torrey Pines High School
2nd Place: Grossmont High School
3rd Place: Eastlake High School/ Serra High School (tied )

Food Bank CEO, J. Scofield Hage said, “The San Diego Food Bank 
would like to thank all of the students who participated in the 
food drive and we hope to see the number of participating high 
schools double for the 2012 challenge. In addition, we thank the 
sponsors for creating this opportunity to recognize and support 
youth leadership and the Food Bank.

Join us for the Food Bank’s 
First-ever Blues Festival 

Second Annual MLK Jr. High School Food Drive A Success

Sean Pucket, Laurels for Leaders President; Torrey Pines ASB President 
Fantine Giap; Grossmont ASB President Darion Johnston; EastLake ASB 

President Kelsey Reyes and Food Bank CEO Scody Hage.

The Jacobs & Cushman San Diego Food Bank will host its first-ever 
blues festival on Saturday, September 17 at the Embarcadero Marina 
Park North on the downtown waterfront. 

The San Diego Blues Festival will feature nine national and local 
blues acts on two stages from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Artists include blues 
entertainer of the year Tommy Castro, James Cotton, Lil Ed & the 
Blues Imperials, Cafe R&B, Lightnin’ Malcolm, Robin Henkel and more 
celebrated artists.

The festival is a family-friendly event for all ages, and will feature 
international food booths along with arts and crafts vendors. Tickets 
are only $10 per person, and children 10 and under are free.

The Food Bank will also host a food drive at the event and attendees 
are encouraged to donate two cans of food or more. Mark your 
calendar now, and join us for a fun day of blues by the scenic San 
Diego downtown waterfront. For more information visit:
www.SanDiegoFoodBank.org



  

Leaving a Legacy of Love 
Barbara and 
David Severance’s 
involvement with the 
San Diego Food Bank 
started last year when 
they donated a gift in 
honor of a friend who 
said the Food Bank 
was one of his favorite 
charities.   

“After talking to the development manager, Trisha Gooch, 
I learned about all of the wonderful things the Food Bank 
does,” said Barbara. “But we were really inspired when we 
attended their annual donor reception.”

“We took a tour of the warehouse and learned about all the 
great work the Food Bank was doing. Being on the actual 
location, seeing the volunteers, seeing the hundreds and 
hundreds of boxes going out, all the program displays – it 
was very impressive to us and all the people in our group.

“We had absolutely no idea there were that many people 
going hungry in San Diego; we had no idea the problem 
was so vast. It really touched us.”

Barbara and David moved to La Jolla in 1968 after David’s 
retirement from the military and actively support the 
community they call home.

The Severences decided to leave a Legacy of Love to the 
Food Bank in their estate plan.

“San Diego has given so much to us we wanted to give 
something back in kind while we live here, and also a gift 
to continue after we pass on. We were so impressed by the 
Food Bank and the people who work there – we knew they 
would value our contribution and do the most good with it.”

Leaving a Legacy of Love is an enduring gift that will help 
the Food Bank continue its mission into the future. 

If you would like to join Barbara and David, and leave 
your own Legacy of Love, please contact Trisha Gooch at 
(858) 863-5129.

Junior Girl Scout Troop 3143 from La Jolla donated thirty-three 
backpacks to the Food 4 Kids Backpack program along with over 
400 pounds of food for children in need. 

The Food Bank’s Food 4 Kids Backpack Program provides 
backpacks of food every Friday to chronically hungry elementary 
school children who receive free school meals during the week, 
but face hunger at home when free school meals are unavailable. 

The troop earned a bronze award for the donation and their 
work in the community. In May, the troop advanced from junior 
girl scouts to cadet girl scouts. 

The Food Bank thanks all of you for your hard work and support!

Girl Scouts Donate to 
Backpack Program

Sustainer
Joan and Irwin Jacobs Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation
 
Gold Supporters
Melvin Garb Foundation
Price Family Charitable Fund
 
Bronze Supporters
Boys and Girls Foundation
Vons

Thank You Volunteers
Thousands of people volunteer at the Food Bank 
every month. We are grateful to the individuals and 
groups who help support our mission!

Special Thanks
The Food Bank would like to thank the following 
corporations and foundations for their generous 
contributions. This list reflects donations from Jan. 1 – March 31, 2011.

Scout leaders Teresa 
Hixsa and Christina 

Frongas with Girl 
Scout Troop 3143. 

Bloomingdale’s 
Kaiser Permanente
Macy’s 

Sharp Healthcare
St. Augustine High School basketball teams
Vons


