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Pat & Oscar’s month long food & fund drive gets support 
from Chula Vista Little League World Champs
Pat & Oscar’s restaurants and some special guests stepped up to the plate to help the 
San Diego Food Bank shore up its food supply.

After the holidays, food drive donations dropped by a whopping 86% - from 285,983 
pounds of food in December to 37,963 pounds in January.

In order to shore up the Food Bank’s food supply Pat & Oscar’s sponsored a month-
long food and fund drive from mid-February to mid-March.

Throughout the month, Pat & Oscar’s gave away free desserts and other menu items 
to its customers donating non-perishable food items.

The restaurant also donated 10% of a day’s proceeds on March 1st from all ten of its 
San Diego County restaurants.

In addition, the restaurant will give six months worth of free kid’s meal vouchers 
to students on the Food Bank’s Food 4 Kids Backpack Program which serves 19 
elementary schools and provides weekend food packages to chronically hungry 

low-income elementary 
students who face hunger 
over the weekends when 
free school meals are 
unavailable.

Halfway through the food drive a group of special guests, the 
Park View Little League World Series champions, visited the 
Eastlake Pat & Oscar’s to stuff food packages for Backpack 
Program students at Harborside and Lauderbach Elementary 
schools, both in Chula Vista.

The national celebrities, who recently returned from meeting 
President Obama, made greeting cards for students on the 
Backpack Program. The players pasted pictures of the team at 
the White House on the cards, wrote personal messages to the 
students, and enclosed Pat & Oscar’s free kid’s meal vouchers.

The San Diego Food Bank wholeheartedly thanks Pat & Oscar’s for their generous support of the Food Bank and the Park 
View Little Leaguers for donating their time and raising awareness of the food drive in the community.

Little Leaguers make homemade cards for Backpack 
Program students. 

Park View Little League world champs with 
CEO Scody Hage and Nicole Abraham of 

Pat & Oscar’s. 



San Diego Food Bank
Board of Directors

Stephen P. Cushman — President 
President, Cush Enterprises

Eugene “Mitch” Mitchell — Chair
Regional VP - External Affairs,  
San Diego Gas & Electric

Larry Cleary — Treasurer
Vice President, Sales
PAR Logistics Management Systems

Stephen M. Brigandi
Corporate Counsel Director, 
Government Relations, Jack in the Box

Kathy Davis (Ret.) 
San Diego County Office of Education

Sheldon Derezin
Chief Financial Officer, WAXIE Sanitary Supply

Marc Farrar 
Vice President, Public Affairs, Time Warner Cable

Richard Friedlen 
President & CEO, SYSCO Food Services

J. Scofield Hage
Executive Director & CEO
San Diego Food Bank

Bruce Hollingsworth (Ret.) 
Unified Port of San Diego

Robert Myers,
Senior Vice President, Division Manager
Wells Fargo Bank

Honorable William C. Pate (Ret.)
JAMS, The Resolution Experts

Jennifer L. Perkins 

Ed Plant
President, Harborside Refrigerated Services

Michele Predko 
Regional Marketing Director, Westfield, LLC

Daymond Rice
Director, Governmental Affairs, Vons/Safeway

Charles Simpson
Marketing Development Manager,
Coca-Cola San Diego

Jerry Swain
Founder & CEO, Jer’s Handmade Chocolates

John Vingas 
Vice President, Centerplate Catering

Edward Wallace Jr. 
Vice President for Community Affairs, 
Sony Electronics Inc.

San Diego Food Bank
9850 Distribution Avenue 

San Diego, CA 92121
858-527-1419

www.sandiegofoodbank.org 
This year, some amazing Food Bank supporters are 
coming together to help us prevent what I call the 
“summer squeeze.” 

The “summer squeeze” is what happens when the 
Food Bank’s supply of food runs dangerously low 
but demand for food assistance rises dramatically. 

Every summer, over 230,000 low-income San Diego 
County school children who normally receive free 
breakfast and lunch at school no longer receive free 
school meals when school is closed for vacation.

This places a major strain on low-income and jobless parents who often turn 
to the Food Bank for help. 

In the past, the Food Bank has struggled to meet this demand since food 
drive donations plummet over the summer months. 

But this year we are getting some help from our friends:

Donovan’s Steak and Chop House and KFMB Channel 8 will host a summer 
food drive ending on Labor Day. KFMB will run commercials asking the 
community to donate food in our famous red barrels at Vons and San Diego 
County Credit Union locations across the county. 

*  *
Throughout the month of May hundreds of churches including The Rock 
Church will host a major inter-denominational food drive in association with 
Louis Palau Ministries’ Season of Service. Their goal is to collect 300,000 
pounds of food – the most food ever collected in one month and enough to 
fill thirty semi-truck trailers. 

*  *
On June 17 the San Diego Kiwanis Club and Foundation is hosting the Harry 
D. Frels Memorial Golf Tournament to benefit the San Diego Food Bank. 

The tournament will be held at the Riverwalk Golf Club in Mission Valley and 
we are asking all golf lovers to sponsor a hole or sign up for a round of golf. 

The tournament concludes with an evening dinner and auction, and all of the 
proceeds will help us fight hunger in San Diego this summer. 

So dust off those clubs and get ready to tee-up for a good cause. 

* *
As we approach the summer holidays I would like to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to these organizations and the countless caring individuals who are 
helping the Food Bank. 

Your support puts food on the table for struggling families and individuals. 

J. Scofield Hage
Executive Director & CEO

Food Drives & Sponsored Events Will Put 
Hunger on the Run This Summer

J. Scofield Hage
Executive Director & CEO



SDFB Launches Food Bank University

Sign Up for the Kiwanis Golf Tournament and 
Send Hunger to the Sand Trap
The San Diego Kiwanis Club and Foundation will host the Harry D. Frels Memorial 
Golf Tournament on Thursday, June 17 to benefit the San Diego Food Bank. 

The tournament will raise funds for the San Diego Food Bank which faces 
increased demand over the summer months when over 230,000 low-income San 
Diego County school children stop receiving free school meals. 

The tournament will be held at the Riverwalk Golf Club in Mission Valley with 
tee times starting at 1 p.m. The tournament will finish with a dinner and a live 
auction at 6.30 p.m. 

The tournament is open to everyone. And the Food Bank is encouraging groups 
and individuals to sign up.  

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for corporate, hole and tee sponsors. 

Tournament entry forms which include sign up for the dinner and sponsorship 
forms are available online.  Visit: www.SanDiegoFoodBank.org/events/golf or 
contact Michelle Danks at 858-527-1419 Ext. 30. 

Sign up today and help us send hunger to the sand trap this summer!

The San Diego Food Bank has launched an innovative new education program called Food 
Bank University for its 370 nonprofit partners. 

The program is designed to introduce the fundamentals of food banking to its nonprofit 
partners and equip them with the skills needed to serve the hungry in San Diego County.  

Food Bank University seminars are held monthly at the Food Bank’s warehouse and 
focus on a range of topics including food safety, nutrition, charity finance, volunteer 
management, fundraising, nonprofit management and stakeholder communications. 

Commenting on the program, the Food Bank’s Nonprofit Relations Coordinator Lisa 
Martinusen said, “We originally provided a brief introductory orientation session for 
nonprofits joining our food distribution programs, but we noticed that many of our 
nonprofit partners would benefit from more in-depth education and training.”  

 “Many of these nonprofits struggle financially and would not be able to afford formal training. Food Bank University courses are 
free and are taught by experienced Food Bank staff and professional educators in the community who donate their time.”   

The Food Bank launched the Food Bank University pilot program last year and each course was filled to capacity with nonprofit 
professionals. 

Food Bank University is now an established San Diego Food Bank program running monthly. The Food Bank plans to continue 
developing the curriculum to include an expanded range of courses that will benefit its nonprofit partners. 

For more information about Food Bank University visit www.SanDiegoFoodBank.org/programs/foodbankuniversity or contact Lisa 
Martinusen at lmartinusen@sandiegofoodbank.org or 858-527-1419 Ext. 32.

SDFB Development Manager Trisha 
Gooch teaches Fundraising 101. 

Send Hunger to the Sand Trap



High Schools Lead Fight Against Hunger with MLK Jr. Food Drive
In January, San Diego County high schools participated in the 
first annual Freedom From Hunger food drive challenge in 
honor of the late civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

High schools from across the county, led by ASB 
organizations, competed to collect the most food during a 
two week period in January. 

Cash prizes were provided by corporate sponsors for the top 
winning schools’ ASB organizations. This year’s food drive 
sponsors included US Bank, Coca-Cola, the San Diego Kiwanis 
Club, Laurels for Leaders, and the Metropolitan Transit System.  

Winning high school ASBs were recognized at a Laurels for 
Leaders awards luncheon in February. This year’s winners are: 

1st Place:  Crawford High School ASB 

2nd Place:  San Diego School of Performing Arts ASB 

3rd Place:  Clairemont High ASB

4th Place (tied):  Morse High School ASB and Junipero Serra 
High School ASB

In addition to hosting food drives, ASB students volunteered 
at the Food Bank warehouse in January as part of the MLK 
day of service which enabled students to see the Food Bank’s 
operations and the scale of the problem of hunger in San 
Diego.

Commenting on the food drive, San Diego County Office 
of Education Superintendent Dr. Randy Ward said, “This 
food drive commemorates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in a 
meaningful way by giving students an opportunity to make 
a difference in the quality of life for many San Diegans who, if 
it weren’t for the Food Bank, would not know where or when 
they will be able to eat a meal.”

The San Diego Food Bank would like to thank all of the 
students who participated in the food drive and the food 
drive’s sponsors for their generosity and support. 

High school students attend the Laurels 
for Leaders awards luncheon.

San Diego Food Bank Chairman Eugene “Mitch” Mitchell delivered a presentation to the San Diego
City Council’s Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee, and called on council members to
support a new campaign called “Put Pride Aside.”

The “Put Pride Aside” campaign, co-sponsored by the Food Bank and Councilmember Marti Emerald,
encourages struggling families and individuals to put pride aside during tough economic times and
seek support from health and human service organizations in areas such as food assistance, housing, 
emergency shelter, low-cost health care, employment, training, and low-cost utility services, etc. 

The campaign also calls on legislators to review the free school meals income guidelines so that 
children from low-income military families can qualify. 

San Diego Food Bank Chairman “Mitch” Mitchell said, “A lot of people including military families are 
suffering through no fault of their own and our new campaign will encourage people to put pride 
aside and seek assistance. Help is out there and in many cases it will only be temporary until families 
can get back on their feet.” 

Last year, the Food Bank launched the Community Cares Program and its Food Stamp Outreach 
Program with support from Councilmember Emerald and the San Diego City Council. These programs 
operate as a “one-stop-shop” at the Food Bank’s distributions where clients can receive food 
assistance, pre-screen for Food Stamps and receive information from nonprofits on a range of social 
service programs. 

Thanks to the generosity of Time Warner Cable, San Diego City Council members have recorded 
television PSA campaigns for City Channel 24 asking constituents to “put pride aside” and seek 
assistance during times of financial hardship. 

Emerald, Mitchell Launch “Put Pride Aside” Campaign

Food Bank Chairman 
“Mitch” Mitchell  

Councilmember Marti 
Emerald Chair of the 

PS&NS Committee 



Join the Food Bank for the 
2010 iVIE Student Video 
Awards

New SDFB Repacking Program 
Saves Money, Increases Staple 
Foods for Distribution

The San Diego Food 
Bank is partnering with 
the San Diego County 
Office of Education’s 
Innovative Video in 
Education (iVIE) program 
for a second year.

The video competition,
which is open to all San
Diego County schools,
has devoted its “social
awareness” category to
the issue of hunger in San
Diego.  

Each grade group will be asked to produce a video focusing on 
different aspects of the Food Bank’s work in the community.

The theme for elementary schools will be “the importance of 
the Food Bank to the community.” Middle schools will focus 
on the need for the community to donate to the Food Bank 
year-round, not just during the holidays. And the high school 
category will focus on the importance of volunteering at the 
Food Bank. 

The winner from each category will receive a camcorder, 
donated by Sony, for their school.
 
The iVIE awards ceremony will be held at the Civic Theater on 
May 25 and is similar in style to the Oscars with a red carpet 
entrance and awards program.

Local television reporter Ruben Galvan from Channel 6 will 
host the awards ceremony and interview students as they 
arrive on the red carpet. 

Commenting on the 
iVIE competition 
Chairman “Mitch” 
Mitchell said, “We 
are delighted that 
the iVIE program is 
featuring the Food 
Bank again this year. 
It is an exceptional 
program and an 
excellent opportunity 
to open students’ 
eyes to hunger in our 
community.”

For more information visit www.SanDiegoFoodBank.org/
events/ivie/.

The San Diego Food Bank 
has developed an innovative 
new food repacking 
program that saves money 
and has increased the 
amount of nutritious staple 
foods available for families 
and individuals in need.  

Since the recent surge in 
demand for food assistance, 
the Food Bank has struggled 
to keep up with demand 
for rice, beans and oatmeal 
which are key staple food items. 

“Before the economic crisis, the Food Bank received the 
majority of these staple foods through food drives, but the 
amount we have donated has not kept up with demand so 
we have been forced to purchase these dry foods on the 
wholesale food market,” said Food Bank CEO J. Scofield 
Hage. 

“After comparing the price of these items in one pound 
bags versus buying in bulk, we discovered that there would 
be huge cost savings if we purchased in bulk and repacked 
the food items ourselves here at the Food Bank. For 
example, a 1lb bag of rice costs nearly 60¢ per pound, but
buying in bulk costs 33¢ per pound – a savings of 45%.”

The Food Bank also saves vast labor costs since volunteers 
repack all of the food items. 

“The more we buy in bulk, the cheaper the items are. This is 
basic economics. But the critical factor for us is the amount 
we save in labor costs since our volunteers repack the food 
for us. On average, a group of volunteers can repack 1,500 
pounds of food. And we often get that food out to families 
in need the very next day,” said Volunteer Manager Will 
McHenry. 

The Food Bank’s 
repacking program 
has been in 
operation since 
the fall and has 
repacked nearly 
60,000 pounds 
worth of food for 
distribution to the 
community.

Food Bank Chairman “Mitch” 
Mitchell will present awards to this 

year’s iVIE winners. 

Channel 6’s Ruben Galvan interviews 
students on the red carpet. 



Jake’s Del Mar Supports Food Bank

Last year Jake’s Del Mar pledged to provide ongoing support to 
the Food Bank through financial donations and staff volunteer 
days at the Food Bank warehouse. 

In October, Jake’s Del Mar presented the Food Bank with a $5,000 
donation and has donated $1,000 every month since.

Jake’s currently donates a percentage of the proceeds from every 
chef’s special to the Food Bank. 

In addition, Jake’s staff members have volunteered and helped the 
Food Bank sort and pack tons of food for families in need
every month.  

Food Bank CEO Scody Hage said, “We are so grateful to Jake’s Del 
Mar for supporting the Food Bank over such an extended period 
of time. We are feeding more people than ever before, but it is due 
to the help of organizations like Jake’s Del Mar that we are able to 
meet the increased need.”

Wealth management 
firm Opes Advisors, 
Inc., hosted an open 
house in March for the 
grand opening of their 
new Del Mar offices.  

The opening 
benefited the Food 
Bank’s Food 4 Kids 
Backpack Program. 

Over 150 guests 
attended, and the 
event raised $2,934. 

Guests also donated 31 new backpacks for children on the Backpack 
Program along with 120 pounds of food.

Thank you Opes Advisors for hosting such a wonderful event! 

(L to R) Opes branch owner Malcolm P. 
Davies, SDFB development manager Trisha
Gooch, Opes branch owner Brian J. Sciutto, 
SDFB development associate Michelle 
Danks, and Opes branch manager Jesse A. 
Tenenbaum.    

Opes Advisors’ Grand Opening Benefits 
Food Bank

Calendar of Events

April 23 - Thursday Club Juniors Gala 

May 8 - National Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive

May 16 - Blind Lady Alehouse Food Drive, Adams Ave. 

June 1 - Macy’s Bag Hunger Food Drive

June 12 - Pacific Beach Surf Club Competition & Food Drive

June 17 - Kiwanis Golf Tournament benefiting SDFB

July 1 - Donovan’s/ KFMB 8 Summer Food Drive until Labor Day

Visit us on the web:  www.SanDiegoFoodBank.org

Thank You Volunteers 
Thousands of people volunteer 
at the San Diego Food Bank 
every month. We are grateful 
to the individuals and groups 
who help us sort, bag and box 
food; clean our warehouse; 
and provide administrative 
support in the office.  A big 
‘thank you’ to the groups 
listed below for your help 
supporting our mission!

SD Regional Airport Authority            Cymer 
Intuit          Lift Up America
SDG&E          Citibank 
Jack in the Box         Ikon office Solutions

Special Thanks

PLATINUM SUPPORTER
Wells Fargo Foundation 

DIAMOND SUPPORTER
Aimloan.Com 

GOLD SUPPORTERS
Vons 
NRG West Coast 

SILVER SUPPORTERS
Bridgepoint Education, Inc.
SAIC
Zenith Insurance Company 
PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Stater Bros. Charities
Collateral Risk Solutions, Inc.
Chevron 

BRONZE SUPPORTERS
DJO, LLC 
Senior Operations Ketema, LLC 
Jack In The Box Foundation 

The SDFB would like to thank the following 
corporations for their generous contributions


